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ceptable for Army service on the basis of a study of their life histories. Most
of the men who developed psychiatric disorders in combat would have been
regarded as "normal" at any previous time. They displayed no conspicuous
neurotic behavior and gave no history of serious maladjustment. Even if they
could have been "spotted" and screened out with sufficient psychiatric study,
men who were able to give excellent service for long periods before breaking
should not have been eliminated. However, many susceptible persons could
not have been detected prior to their illness because their survival or the
development of mental ill health depended upon many factors besides that of
personality structure.
Efforts were made to study samples of combat casualties to determine
the possible predictability of breakdown.12 The research section of the Informa-
tion and Education Division compared 400 psychiatric casualties with 1,750
infantry soldiers who did not break down in combat. Its findings indicated
only minor differences and furnished no real criteria for guidance.
Of some significance is the fact that statistical comparisons invariably
showed a history of neurotic adjustment or illness prior to Army service in a
higher percentage of the psychiatric patients than of normal soldiers. Fisher,13
in an evacuation hospital in the South Pacific, judged that 79 per cent of
500 patients admitted to the neuropsychiatric section had been neurotic before
entering the service. Henderson and Moore went so far as to state that "war
neuroses are 'made in America* and only come to light or are labeled in
combat." 14 Grinker15 and his associates made a questionnaire survey of fliers
with "combat fatigue1' and of a control group of normals. Of the psychiatric
casualties, one-third to one-half admitted significant degrees of precombat
anxiety and neurotic trends as compared with only n per cent of the control
group.
However, the conclusion readied by many military psychiatrists was that,
regardless of the strength or weakness of the personality, there was a point
at which a man decompensated. This point varied greatly depending upon
many factors both within the personality and in the environment. Also, the
effect of a specific trauma upon the personality which otherwise seemed
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